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District Governor  District Governor  District Governor     
Olivia SarahOlivia SarahOlivia Sarah ---Le LacheurLe LacheurLe Lacheur    

��������ince our last newsletter was sent out in early 
December, I hope that you have all enjoyed a 

wonderfully relaxing festive season  with your family and 
friends. Although it is a happy and enjoyable time for 
many of us, it is also a sad and lonely time of year for 
many individuals and families in our community. I thank 
those clubs and individual members who donated 
something to make Christmas a little brighter for those in 
need. 

I enjoyed the fellowship of Zontians from Sydney, Sydney 
East, Sydney Breakfast, North Sydney Breakfast and 
Macquarie, as well as their partners and friends at the 
Combined Christmas Party  on December 10. There 
were raffle baskets full of goodies representing different 
Zonta countries, celebratory comments on member 
achievements in 2008, and lots of time to catch up with 
friends. 

On December 18 the Minister for Women, Tanya 
Plibersek, and the Sex Discrimination Commissioner, 
Elizabeth Broderick, launched the 6th and 7th country 
report for CEDAW. Area Director Kerrie Brown, my 
daughter Chloe and I attended on behalf of District 24. 
The country report is worth reading and I have posted a 
copy to each club. I suggest that clubs use the report to 
generate discussion at a club meeting around CEDAW, 
our obligations, gaps in adherence, and further actions 
we need to take to influence government action. 

In December I wrote to Professors 
Mary O’Kane and Penny Sackett 
to congratulate them on their key 
appointments  – firsts for women! 
Professor Mary O’Kane is the first 
female Chief Scientist  and 
Scientific Engineer for NSW. 
Professor Penny Sackett is Australia’s first female Chief 
Scientist. If you hear of any such appointments please let 
me know so that I can send them a letter of 
congratulations on behalf of District 24 members.  

In January I visited my original Zonta Club (Ballarat Club, 
in District 23) and viewed their exhibition “Walking in 
Their Shoes” which celebrates 30 years of the club’s 
service to the community. Housed at the Ballarat Gold 
Museum, opposite award winning national tourist 
attraction Sovereign Hill, the exhibition has had hundreds 
of local and international visitors each day. A fantastic 
way to promote Zonta and an idea that could easily be 
replicated by some of our older clubs. 

If you travel locally, nationally or internationally and want 
to meet Zontians make sure you look at the new ZI 
Directory  which lists all countries and clubs.  This is in 
soft copy and available from the District 24 website or via 
email request from your Area Director.  

In January Lt Governor Carolyn Evans, Status of Women 
Service Committee Chairman Menaka Cooke and I 
started to look at how District 24 might be involved with 
two national reviews driven by the federal government: 

- National Human Rights Consultation  (due 29 May 
2009) www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au  

- National Women’s Health Policy  (due in 2010) 
www.health.gov.au/womenshealthpolicy  

If you would like to access the review papers, please go 
to the websites and download them. If you would like to 
contribute to the District 24 submissions, please contact 
Carolyn, Menaka or myself as we would like to ensure 
that our submissions are intelligent, practical and likely to 
be adopted … which means that we need Subject Matter 
Experts to contribute to the research and writing! 

We also discussed the Young Women in Public Affairs 
Award (YWPA).  The goal of the Young Women in 
Public Affairs (YWPA) Program is to encourage more 
young women to participate in public and political life by 
recognizing a young woman’s (age 16-20) commitment 

Cont/ ���

Minister for Women, the Hon. Tanya Plibersek, MP with 
Olivia, Chloe and Kerrie 
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March 2009 

7 - 8 Area 2 Workshop - Wentworth Falls - all welcome! 
8 International Women’s Day 
8 Zonta Rose Day 
14 - 15 Area 3 Workshop - Gunnedah - all welcome! 
21 Harmony Day 
21 30th Anniversary Sydney East Club - Congratulations! 
28 40th Anniversary Canberra Club - Congratulations!! 

 
 
April 2009 

10 Good Friday / School holidays commence 
12 Easter Sunday 
25 ANZAC Day / last weekend of school holidays! 
 

 
May 2009 

2 - 3 Area 1 Workshop - Sydney - all welcome!   
 

������������� ���

to the volunteer sector, evidence of volunteer 
leadership achievements and a dedication to the 
advancement of the status of women. Applicants are 
asked to reflect on their voluntary commitment to their 
school and to their community and the problems limiting 
the advancement of the status of women in their own 
country and worldwide. The YWPA program looks to the 
young women of today for the leaders of tomorrow. Club 
recipients should be selected and applications for the 
District award are due to me by April 1, 2009 . The 
District winner will receive a cheque worth US$1,000. 

In January we honoured the life of Nancy Bird Walton , 
Australia's youngest woman to get a pilots licence and 
member of the Zonta Club of Sydney since 1980. 

Nancy was honoured with a State Funeral at St Andrew's 
Cathedral in Sydney, on January 21. Zontians Barbara 
Horsfield (Sydney Club), Ros Strong (Sydney Club), 
Hacy Tobias (Sydney Breakfast Club) and I attended the 
funeral. 

Dick Smith spoke of her passion for aviation and the path 
she forged for women 
pilots, her granddaughter 
spoke of her elegance 
and energy (she wore 
her pearls and pink suits 
even while gardening !!) 
and Kamahl sang 
"Amazing Grace" with 
back ing f rom the 
Cathedral Choir and 

members of the Australian Chamber Orchestra. 

NSW Governor Marie Bashir commented that "Nancy will 
be remembered forever as her story is written into the 
history of Australia".  To read more about her amazing 
life, read "My God! It's a Woman" (ISBN 0732273706 
9780732273705) written by Nancy herself. 

We are proud that she chose to accept honorary 
membership of the Zonta Club of Sydney, to advance the 
status of women and give generously of her time, talent 
and energy.  

I look forward to working with you in the year ahead to 
advance the status of women. Best wishes to you all for 
a healthy, happy, successful 2009!      
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   District Secretary District Secretary District Secretary    
Shirley GrahamShirley GrahamShirley Graham    

��� �� ���ancy Bird Walton’s and my friendship goes back 
to the 1980’s when I was a member of the Zonta 

Club of Sydney and she was made an Honorary Member 
of that Club.  In this capacity she was very active in the 
contribution she made - supporting me when I was 
Sydney Club President 1990-02.  

In 2003 Nancy 
Bird came and 
spoke at Port 
M a c q u a r i e 
Zonta Club’s 
Internat ional 
Women’s Day 
Breakfast – 
staying with 
Eric and me 
on a couple of 
o c c a s i o n s .   
Also, I was 
fortunate to 
have a chat 
with her at the 

airport when she was here on her last visit,  

In early December I learned Nancy Bird had a fall – 
trying to kill a cockroach!  On behalf of the Zonta District 
24 Board I sent her a card.  I received a reply dated 15th 

December, indicating how she had 
been taken into the cockpit on the 
Promotional Flight after the Naming 
Ceremony on the 30 December, 
2008, stating that: 

I still consider it a very great 
honour and am so glad I was able to stay alive a 
further three years after Qantas announced on 
my 90th birthday that it was going to name its first 
Airbus A380 after me. 

Nancy Bird epitomised Zonta’s mission “to improve the 
status of women worldwide”.   She has been a wonderful 
friend and I’m just sorry I was not fit enough to travel to 
Sydney for her state funeral. 

I had a hip replacement – with less than a week’s 
warning - ten days before Xmas and, though told I’m 
doing well, it seems slow to me.  I had a reaction to the 
medication and have little recollection of the visitors and 
gifts I was given so have been unable to convey my 
appreciation to friends!   

With best wishes for 2009, 

���
�������
�������
�������
����� ���

Photo from the Port Macquarie News taken on 
Nancy’s last visit to Port Macquarie when Shirley 

was lucky enough to chat with Nancy again. 

Lieutenant Governor Lieutenant Governor Lieutenant Governor    
Carolyn EvansCarolyn EvansCarolyn Evans    

D24 on the web D24 on the web D24 on the web ---   our public faceour public faceour public face    

��������ur public web site at www.zontadistrict24.org 
provides a window on our activities to the general 

public.  Since this site was re-launched in early 
September 2008, we have progressed to receiving 
membership enquiries every week as well as a 
considerable number of requests for the Zonta Breast 
Care Cushion and for copies of this newsletter. 

While the content is still being 
extended, it is terrific to see more 
than a third of Clubs working on 
getting their web page published.  If your Club would like 
to get started, contact the D24 IT/Web Committee. 

In the pre-Christmas period, we had a terrific surge in 
registrations by members to use our D24 ‘members only’ 
web site.  More than half of the District membership is 
now registered, with more coming in every day.  

Those using the site are sharing files (such as minutes of 
Club meetings, project documents, flyers for Club events 
and so on) as well as staying current on news about the 
status of women.  There is also a considerable variety of 
information provided by your District Board members 
about the work being done on your behalf – for example, 
the input that was made to the national consultations 
about paid parental leave. 

Members can also have their say about developments 
regarding the status of women.  For example, in an 
opinion poll running until 16 February 2009, we are 
asking for members’ opinions about an aspect of human 
rights.  Vote now by logging on to the site  and checking 
out the section on Advocacy.  

If you are not yet registered, contact the IT/Web 
Committee with your name, email address and which 
Club you belong to. 

�

�����
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D24 members’ siteD24 members’ siteD24 members’ site    
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��������ustralia Day is a special time in Sydney as we think 
about those who arrived with the first fleet, as we 

celebrate the achievements of outstanding Australians 
and  when communities get together to celebrate being 
Australian. 

Sydney Harbour is the focus of celebrations of the arrival 
of the first fleet with ferry races, plane fly-pasts and of 
course fireworks. I have just discovered that I have an 
ancestor who arrived as a female convict in the first fleet, 
so now have another woman to add to my list of those 
who have made Australia a great place to live. 

Australia Day awards recognise the achievements of 
outstanding women and young women in the 
community. The Zonta Club of Sydney gives an award 
at the NCWA’s Australia Day annual lunch to a student 
in her final year of the Bachelor of Nursing program. This 
year’s awardee was Margaretha (Gretel) Fortmann. 
Gretel was half way through an Interior Design and Arts 
(International Studies) program at UTS when she 
became aware of her desire to improve the lives of 
others. She transferred to the Bachelor of Nursing 
Program and intends to train as a midwife and work in a 
developing country. 

We also have many members of Zonta who have done 
extraordinary things in the community. Shirley Purser , a 
member of the Zonta Club of the Hills will feature in a 
special booklet to be produced by The Hills Shire for 
International Women’s Day. The booklet, 100 Years of 
Active Women in the Hills contains stories and pictures 
of women who have contributed and made an impact on 
the lives of residents of the Hills Shire. Shirley Purser 
has lived in the Hills Shire for 55 years and received the 
Australia Day 2004 Community Service Award. Her 
contribution includes designing the Temporary Breast 
Form in 2003, chairing the UNIFEM’s Western Sydney 
IWD Breakfast Organising Committee and the 
coordinating the Zonta District 24 Anti-Trafficking group. 

Another woman who is doing 
exciting things is a member of 
the Sydney Club , Johanna 
Adriaanse. Johanna is a senior 
lecturer at the University of 
Technology Sydney, School of 
Leisure, Sport and Tourism, and Chair of the 
International Working Group (IWG) on Women in Sport. 

J o h a n n a  i s 
speaking at the 
UN Headquarters 
in New York on 2 
M a r c h  2 0 0 9 
during the NGO 
event which runs 
parallel to the 
UN’s Convention 
on the Status of 
Women (CSW). 
Johanna is part 
of a panel with 
the Director UN 
Division for the 
Advancement of 
Women, and the 
Chair of the 

CEDAW Committee.  The panel will address the 
"Empowerment of women through physical activity and 
sport". Johanna is a former President of Womensport 
and Recreation New South Wales. In 2004, she received 
the Margaret Pewtress Memorial Award from the 
Australian Government for her outstanding contribution 
to women’s sport. Representing the Netherlands in the 
Europe Cup for Hockey, she was a member of the team 
that won gold for four consecutive years (1975-1978). 

Australia Day sees many Zonta Clubs participating in 
local community events. Fifteen Northern Beaches 
members ‘worked’ at two Australia Day Breakfasts at 

Area 1 DirectorArea 1 DirectorArea 1 Director    
Barbara HorsfieldBarbara HorsfieldBarbara Horsfield    

Cont ���

Johanna Adriaanse with Susan Cope-
land (left) and Joanne Teagle (right) 

from the Sydney Club, at the combined 
Sydney Christmas party. 

Shirley Purser (right) with Colette O’Grady  (left, from 
Macquarie Club) and Karin Regal (Sydney Hills President) Northern Beaches President Evelyn Whittaker advancing 

the status of women through the Manly Daily 
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Newport and Forestville. selling tickets and  painting  
faces .  The day is a huge PR exercise for the club and 
other local service organisations.   $2000 was raised 
for the club with members spending about three and a 
half hours at the venues. 

January is also Zonta International’s Amelia Earhart 
(AE) month and many Clubs plan their meetings with 
an `aviation theme’. Sydney West members have their 
meeting at a member’s home who provides the meal as 
her contribution to AE fund. Members pay the usual 
monthly meeting cost which is then sent to ZI with the 
funds raised from the annual plane flying competition. 

Cut-out patterns cost of $5 with a prize awarded to the 
furthest distance flown. President Sandra Gilbert says ` 
the evening was fun and we were delighted that our 
Area Director could join us. Barbara is now very aware 
that none of us are engineers!!  

Future Dates for Area 1 ClubsFuture Dates for Area 1 ClubsFuture Dates for Area 1 Clubs  

· Zonta Club of Sydney Hills Inc.30th Birthday 1 July 
(date to be confirmed) - contact Karin Regal - 
sydneyhills@zontadistrict24.org  

· Zonta Club of Sydney Breakfast IWD Breakfast 
3 March at Women’s College, Sydney University - 
contact Jacqui Williamson - 
sydneybreakfast@zontadistrict24.org 

· Sydney West 28th March Birthing Kit Assembly 
Day contact - Sandra Gilbert - 
sydneywest@zontadistrict24.org 

· Sydney West - IWD breakfast on 6th March at the 
Greyhound Club of NSW - contact Sandra Gilbert 
- sydneywest@zontadistrict24.org 

· Northern Beaches IWD Breakfast 6 March at 
Mona Vale Golf Club - Contact Evelyn Whittaker - 
northernbeaches@zontadistrict24.org  

�

�


�
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… cont �

Preparing to launch:  Sydney West Club Members and Area 
Director  Barb (in Red) demonstrate their aviation skills in 

memory of Amelia Earhart 
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Zonta Club of OrangeZonta Club of OrangeZonta Club of Orange    

We had a fun Christmas party with Sue Hatcher cooking 
up crazy questions from her daughter's Christmas carol 
book. We'd forgotten most of the 12 days of Christmas 
(needed a chorister in our midst) - but somehow 
everyone received a prize. Our music scholarship holder 
sung prior to the meeting - what a glorious way to start 
Christmas festivities. Unfortunately she was unable to 
stay for dinner (and the quiz - she would have taken all 
the prizes...)! 

Orange has a large community event on Australia Day in 
beautiful Cook Park. Zonta will be assisting again this 
year. We present a gift from the Club - a native flowering 
plant - to each person granted citizenship by the Mayor 
on the day. In addition we assist the 
organising committee by staffing milk and juice van for 
the duration. 

Zonta Club of Wollongong Zonta Club of Wollongong Zonta Club of Wollongong    
October 2008 – January 2009  

When I look back at what has happened over this time 
for our club, I realise just how busy and committed the 
Club members are. In October we held Operavescence 
in the Uniting Church in Wollongong. Local Opera 
singers sang a variety of classical and popular songs. It 
was a great afternoon and proceeds were donated to the 
Black Dog Institute for Mental Health Research.  

In November we held our annual golf day which was an 
enormous success. We did not have as many players as 
in previous years, but the day was perfect and players 
and guests commented on what a great day they had. 

Proceeds went to our 
scholarship funds which are 
used to provide scholarships 
to 2 female students 
attending the University of 
Wollongong and 2 female 
students at TAFE. During this 
month we also supported annual prize giving at 3 local 
high schools.  

December was a little quieter. ZONTA donated to the 
Wollongong Christmas Giving Tree appeal. Proceeds 
from our Christmas Party were given to the Uniting 
Church to be used for their work with disadvantaged and 
homeless people.  

At our January meeting we celebrated our 31st birthday. 
We were joined by Kerrie Brown, Area 2 Director and 
Jeanette Hansen from the Blue Mountains Club. We also 
celebrated Amelia Earhart with a presentation from one 
of our members.  

Wollongong Club is currently planning for our largest 
fundraising event. We hold a luncheon on 8th March to 
announce the ZONTA Businesswomen of the year, our 
Post Secondary winner and our young woman in public 
affairs. It is guaranteed to be a great event if any of you 
would like to attend. I also want to thank the members 
for their dedicated work to making all of our events a 
success.  

Janette Curtis, President  
Zonta Club of Wollongong 

Zonta Club of Macarthur Zonta Club of Macarthur Zonta Club of Macarthur    

Three of us are back at work after a lovely holiday. we 
have our first meeting tonight since Dec brunch meeting, 
so have little to report on our club activities since last 
time.  

We are planning two birthing kit workshops this year , 
instead of one, probably May and September.  Will be 
busy organising media  release and info for that, as last 
year had over 40 attend - of those 30 were new people .  
We will be attending Macquarie fields TAFE early Feb 
to present our Mac Z award for the design student 
winner - and thank them for their excellent community 
participation in making over 200 breast care cushions in 
2008 for distribution in Macarthur and Wagga Calvary 
Hosp. (My younger sister has now  been diagnosed with 
breast cancer and has had her first op to remove lumps 
and now lymph glands in Tamworth, so will be sending 
her a breast care cushion ... she goes back today to 
have further treatment ...) cheers. 

Lorraine Wilson, President,  
Zonta Club of Macarthur 
   

Area 2 DirectorArea 2 DirectorArea 2 Director    
Kerrie BrownKerrie BrownKerrie Brown    

Cont …./�

Wollongong Club celebrating their 31st birthday 
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Zonta Club of MacquarieZonta Club of MacquarieZonta Club of Macquarie    

In December we enjoyed a fellowship evening at Putney 
at a BBQ relaxing away from the everyday Christmas 
activities and work commitments.   It was most pleasant 
especially as the changing colours of sunset came and 
went while ferries and little boats busy along the water 
way.  

In January we had another Breast Cushion Day to 
ensure we maintain stocks of made cushions.   The past 
District Governor joined us, with her needle and thread, 
and enthralled us with stories of the best job she has 
ever had - Area Director – and the role of the nominating 
committee.  We were most impressed with her skills and 
she is most  welcome to join us again. 

Lots of preparation are underway for on 4 February we 
will celebrate 10 years since charter.  A dinner at North 
Ryde Golf Club is organised and we are looking forward 
to sharing the occasion with other Zontians and friends. 

The very capable Secretary of the Club will not be 
available during the coming weeks and I would ask if any 
mail could be directed to me.  We all wish her and a 
speedy recovery. 

Colette O'Grady, President  
Zonta Club of Macquarie�
 

��

����

����

����

��� ���

…/cont. 

�������� must apologise to all for my tardiness in not 
supplying the information of the Area 2 Workshop 

more quickly – as you know the last few months have 
been very stressful for us as a family and have rather 
taken over our lives.  We have had some positive news 
on Matthew’s health though, which is very promising for 
his recovery. 

That being said, details have now been emailed to 
Clubs and I would love to see as many of you as 
possible. 

The Venue is The Grandview Hotel, Wentworth Falls on 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 
– Registrations from 8.30 
a.m. We have a line up of 
wonderful speakers for 
you, which is very 
exciting.  There will be a 
dinner graciously hosted 
by Patricia Lawson, at her 
home in Leura and a 
breakfast to celebrate 
International Women’s 
Day on Sunday morning 
at The Conservation Hut, 
also in Wentworth Falls – 
our guest speaker is 
Professor Jennifer Burn, 

who was nominated by UTS for the 2008 Human Rights 
Medal awarded by the Australian Human Rights 
Commission, receiving the “Highly Commended” 
Certificate for her anti-human trafficking work.  She will 
be an inspiring speaker on Anti-Trafficking. 

Details of accommodation have been sent in an email to 
Presidents. 

Registration Costs are 
$60.00 – to be paid by 20 
February, thereafter $65.00.  
Dinner is $25, BYO drinks 
and partners.  Breakfast is 
$25.  Payment may be made 
by cheque or EFT, whichever is more convenient. 

If you need further information, please contact me on 
0408 611 526 or conbro@iprimus.com.au or Blue 
Mountains Club President, Jeanette Hansen on 
(02) 4782 3892 or bhan6477@bigpond.net.au. 

The Mountains are always beautiful, but especially so in 
Autumn.  

��

����

����

����

��� ���

AREA 2  WorkshopAREA 2  WorkshopAREA 2  Workshop    
7 7 7 ---   8 March 20098 March 20098 March 2009    

Grandview Hotel, Wentworth Falls 
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��������he very festive season in our beautiful rural area is 
now long gone. It is a wonderful chance to catch up 

with family and friends who are scattered near and far 
often due to lack of career opportunities in the country. 

Port Macquarie Club has always supported the 
women's refuge. At Christmas we give  a large basket of 
toiletries, knickers and other personal items for women to 
enjoy throughput the year, greatly appreciated by women 
who have left home usually with nothing for themselves. 
We also have our friends and colleagues saving small 
bottles of lotions and potions throughout the year to go 
toward our gift. It is an easy and very worthwhile 
contribution to our very busy refuge. 

Planning is well underway for the Area 3 workshop to 
be held over the weekend of 14th and 15th March in 
Gunnedah. It is a very central location for many clubs in 
our area so I am looking forward to meeting everyone. 
Gunnedah is well placed with accommodation options 
and also has many interesting activities for partners. 

The Waterways Wildlife park and Lake Keepit State park 
are 2 options for sightseeing and bushwalking. The black 
soil plains of the upper Namoi valley with its mountainous 

surrounds inspired Dorothea 
Mackellar to write some of her 
best loved poems. Gunnedah 
claims to be the koala capital of 
the world with an abundance of 
healthy animals in town. [This 
perhaps is a sad indictment on Port Macquarie which 
also has koalas but has a very large koala hospital 
treating the many sick and injured animals due to 

population pressures, dogs and motor vehicles.] 
President of Gunnedah club , Sandie Walker and her 
members are offering every assistance to ensure the 
weekend is a success and I trust all clubs can be well 
represented by members new and old. 

On a personal note, I know all clubs join with me in 
wishing District Secretary, Shirley Graham a continued 
recovery from her major surgery. She is making slow 
progress but does hope to attend the workshop in 
Gunnedah. 

Yours in Zonta, 

������������������������� ���

Area 3 Director Area 3 Director Area 3 Director    
Robyn HardmanRobyn HardmanRobyn Hardman    

Joanna Quinn with President of ZC of Port 
Macquarie, Lyndall Lett 

Robyn, swearing in Cathy, a new member 
of the Gunnedah Club 

��������ust a reminder to Clubs to send their Minutes and 
Newsletters through to their Area Directors. 

It would also be very helpful if your calendar of events is 
also sent so we don’t have important Area/District dates 
clashing with Clubs’ special events. 

You can load your club newsletters to the District 24 
members’ site at any time – load it to your Club space to 
share with only your Club members, or load it into the 
general newsletters space to share with your fellow 

Zonta members (it’s pretty easy, but ask the IT/Web 
Committee anytime for help).  Club newsletters can also 
be published onto your club page on the District 24 public 
website which is visible to all comers (send your 
newsletter to the IT/Web Committee and request they do 
this for you).   �
 

������������� ���

AREA MattersAREA MattersAREA Matters    
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District Nominating District Nominating District Nominating    
Committee ChairCommittee ChairCommittee Chair    
Patricia LawsonPatricia LawsonPatricia Lawson    

Nominating NewsNominating NewsNominating News    

��� �� ���our District 24 nominating committee has been 
working quietly behind the scenes. Those of you who 

know the members of this committee will realise ‘working 
quietly’ is difficult for this team. The three nominating 
committee members, Leanne Elliott, Margaret Bateman 
and I have undertaken to contact club presidents for a 
chat and if possible arrange a time to visit. You will hear 
from someone soon. 

‘Why is this nominating committee taking such an active 
role?’ I hear you ask. 

The answer is ‘because we are looking for members who 
are interested in building a new identity for our new 
District 24. The present board has commenced this task 
which needs to be continued. The way to do this is to be 
a member of the District 24 Board 2010-12’. 

The District 24 Board consists of a Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Treasurer and 3 Area Directors. All positions 
are voted upon at the District Conference in Canberra 18-
20 September 2009 and those elected take office after 
the San Antonio Texas Convention 24th- 30th June 2010. 
The non-voting secretary is appointed by the District 
Governor. 

The Responsibilities of the District Board are that it has 
‘general supervision over clubs and the administration of 

the district. It makes decisions 
upon matters requiring action 
between meetings of the district 
conference, but may not act in 
conflict with the Zonta International Bylaws, the District 
Rules of Procedure, or actions taken by the conference’. 
The Extract District Manual can be found at 
www.zonta.org for more detailed information. 

We will also be seeking nominations for the District 
Nominating Committee. This committee plays a vital role 
in the future of the district. Its responsibilities are to 
propose the slate of candidates for the board positions 
mentioned above as well as for the three members of the 
district nominating committee. 

If you are thinking of standing for office and have any 
questions, please contact Leanne, Margaret or myself. 

PS – please note that Club Nominating Committees 
should have a slate of candidates finalised for club voting 
very soon. If your Club Nominating Committee hasn’t 
been active and prepared a slate, give them a gentle 
reminder!  

�
�
���
�
�
���
�
�
���
�
�
���
����

��������s we hurtle towards the end of the Financial year for 
Zonta Clubs in District 24 (31 March or 30 April) Club 

treasurers and Finance Committees will be considering 
the allocation of Service Funds and I would like to remind 
you all of the one-third contribution to International 
Service (to be at Headquarters by 31 May 2009 to be 
included in this year’s records). I would also remind you 
that donations, Club or individual, can be sent in AUD. 

In your allocations please do not forget the Endowment 
Fund. Zonta International is endeavouring to raise 
$500,000.00 each biennium, over the next ten years – in 
order to raise 10 million dollars for our one hundredth 
birthday in 2019 to put the organisation on a firm financial 
footing. 

All of you will now have heard of the recent death of 
Nancy Bird Walton, a longstanding Honorary member of 
the Zonta Club of Sydney, and the District is looking for 
an appropriate method of long term recognition.  Initially 

we considered District 24 raising 
funds for an Amelia Earhart 
Fellowship in her honour, but as 
that would be a one-off (unless 
we could raise sufficient to make 
it perpetual) other ideas are 
being sought. In the meantime, I would suggest that 
donations made to the Amelia Earhart Fund this year be 
made in Nancy Bird’s honour.  While this will not 
sequestrate the funds, it will be an acknowledgement. 

I still await invitations to speak at your club meetings 
about the International Service Projects and Award/ 
Scholarship programs funded by the Zonta International 
Foundation. 

Yours in Zonta Fellowship, 

��
��
���
��
���
��
���
��
�� ���

Zonta International Zonta International Zonta International    
Foundation AmbassadorFoundation AmbassadorFoundation Ambassador    

Joanna QuinnJoanna QuinnJoanna Quinn    
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District ConferenceDistrict ConferenceDistrict Conference    
Committee ChairCommittee ChairCommittee Chair    

Leanne ElliottLeanne ElliottLeanne Elliott    

Spring into Canberra for Conference!Spring into Canberra for Conference!Spring into Canberra for Conference!    

September 18 – 20 September, 2009 

Mark the dates in your diary now! Start organising with 
your fellow club members! 

Come, join with your Zonta friends and be part of the 
action. We’d love to see you at the first District 
Conference for the new District 24. 

Our venue will be the historic Old Parliament House. 
www.oph.gov.au 

As the home of Federal Parliament from 1927 to 1988, 
Old Parliament House is synonymous with some of 
Australia’s most important moments, including the 
declaration of war in 1939 and the dismissal of the 
Whitlam Labor Government in 1975. Today Old 
Parliament House is a nationally listed heritage site and 
award-winning tourist attraction. In 2009, OPH is 
unveiling its new role with the Museum of Australian 
Democracy. 

Our conference will be held in the Members Dining 
Rooms. These are beautifully maintained art deco rooms 
have hosted some of Australia’s historic events over 60 
years with many world leaders including our Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

In this classic space we will be inspired and educated by 
some of Australia’s female leaders in a wide range of 

fields. Here is a short peek at a 
few of our special guests. 

O u r  M C  w i l l  b e  P a s t 
International President Val 
Sarah  

Val Sarah was Charter President 
of the Zonta Club of Ballarat in 
Victoria in 1978.   

She served as District Governor 
in 1986-1988 when there were 87 
clubs in Australia and New 

Zealand, before District 16 
developed into three Districts – 
16, 23 and 24. 

A member of the International Board for 8 years from 
1992, she served as International President between 
1998-2000.   It was a momentous time, embracing the 
celebration of Zonta’s 80th birthday in 1999, the end of a 
century and the dawn of a new millennium. 

Emails revolutionised the way Zonta conducted its 
business, manuals needed to be revised, a legislative 
awareness and advocacy program came into being and a 
history of the organisation was written as a prelude to the 
centenary of Zonta in 2019. 

Val is honoured to have been invited to participate in the 
Conference Program of the re-formed District 24, and is 
looking forward to renewing friendships and listening to 
Zontians with enthusiastic ideas to share! 

Senator Kate Lundy will welcome the conference to 
Canberra. 

Senator Lundy was first elected 
to Federal Parliament as the 
Labor Senator for the ACT in 
1996 at age 28. During her time 
in Parliament, Kate has covered 
a wide range of portfolios 
inc luding Spor t ,  Heal th, 
Information Technology, Arts 
and Youth. As the Chair of the 
Standing Committee for the 
National Capital, Senator Lundy 
will welcome all delegates to the ACT. 

In 2007, Elizabeth Broderick was appointed as 
Australia’s Sex Discrimination 
Commissioner and Commissioner 
responsible for Age Discrimination.  
Elizabeth is a lawyer, mentor and 
innovator, and prior to her current 
appointment, she was recognised 
for initiating family friendly work 
practices and online legal services. 
Elizabeth has a particular interest in 
issues related to gender equality, 
women in business, work - life 
balance and corporate social 
responsibility. In her presentation, 
Elizabeth will update the conference 
on CEDAW, her 5 - point plan for 

gender equality, and the results of her 2008 Listening 
Tour. 

 
PIP Val Sarah, AM 

Senator Kate Lundy 

Elizabeth Broderick 

Cont ���
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Major General Elizabeth Cosson 
entered the Australian Army in 1979, 
and in 2007 became the first female 
to reach the two star rank of Major 
General.  She is Australia’s most 
highly ranked woman in the 
A u s t r a l i a n  D e f e n c e  F o r c e . 
Specialising in logistics, the Major 
General has served in Cambodia, 
East Timor and was awarded a 
Conspicuous Service Cross for her 
service in Bougainville.  The Major General will share 
some her personal stories and keys for success in 
working with others. 

Earlybird registrations will open in July 2009Earlybird registrations will open in July 2009Earlybird registrations will open in July 2009    

Registration will open in July 2009, but in the meantime 
you can book your accommodation. At the same time as 
District Conference, Canberra hosts Floriade which 
draws a wide range of people to the nation’s capital. 

For this conference you will be free to arrange your 
accommodation at your preferred location. Canberra has 
a wide range of accommodations from 5 star, bed and 
breakfasts, self-contained apartments and hostels. Go to 
www.visitcanberra.com.au and www.wotif.com to review 
options. 

��
�����
�����
�����
���  

Major General 
Elizabeth Cosson  

��������n late Sept 2008, Natasha Langovski vacated the 
chair of this Committee and the dreaded nominating 

finger/s tapped on my shoulder.  So many great women 
had gone ahead of me in this role and I was 
apprehensive of (1) not being able to play the role 
adequately or (2) being able to bring some meaningful 
value to the post.  Encouraged by Carolyn Evans and 
Olivia Sarah-Le Lacheur plus the kindness of women 
like Ann Selle, Lorna Parker and Kerrie Brown, I have 
committed myself (over Xmas and as part of my New 
Year Resolutions) to work in this area. 

The role of the SWS Committee is to promote District 
Endorsed Service Projects (breast care cushions and 
birthing kits), promote International Service 
Projects, encourage applications for the International 
Award/Scholarship programs (YWPA, JMK, AE) and 
encourage local service projects and advocacy activity.�
To help your new committee get rolling, an indication 
from Clubs as to topics they are interested in or would 
lend support to would be terrific.  A starting list is 
available on the District 24 members website or by 
writing to me at menaka68@optusnet.com.au.  The list 

includes things like input into 
Women’s Health Policy, Human 
Trafficking projects, awards for most 
improved girl in Year 7 or Year 10 in 
Maths and Science, awareness 
raising at Boys schools for ‘White Ribbon’ day. 

Most of the topics will require research and advocacy 
and I would like to ask my fellow Zontians to indicate 
their interest in being members of the Status of Women 
committee.  Knowing how hard we all work, we would 
‘meet’ via email or phone as far as possible and take a 
couple of projects forward.  We are looking for 
volunteers from all Areas of District 24. 

So, please look at the website and indicate interest in 
projects and think of being a volunteer on the 
committee.  I look forward to your input and a flood of 
calls (or emails) wanting to give input or volunteering to 
be on the Status of Women Committee.  

 ��
!
 ��
!
 ��
!
 ��
!
� ���

Status of Women & Service  Status of Women & Service  Status of Women & Service  
Committee ChairCommittee ChairCommittee Chair    

Menaka CookeMenaka CookeMenaka Cooke    

��������ssociate Professor Jennifer Burn of the University of 
Technology, Sydney,  was nominated by UTS for the 

2008 Human Rights Medal awarded by the Australian 
Human Rights Commission. The presentation was held 
on 10 December, the 60th anniversary of the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights. Jennifer received the 
"Highly Commended Certificate for the Human Rights 
Medal” (ie, was the only runner-up to the big medal), 
largely for her work with the Anti-slavery project.    

Jennifer worked very closely with many Zontians 

interested in trafficking and slavery issues and she spoke 
at the Zonta International Convention in Melbourne in 
2006.  Jennifer will be the special guest speaker at the 
Area 2 Workshop planned for 7-8 March 2009 in the Blue 

Mountains.  Come along to hear a 
fascinating talk and applaud 
Jennifer on her achievement.   

Congratulations Jennifer! 

    ������������  

Jennifer Burn Jennifer Burn Jennifer Burn ---   2008 Highly Commended 2008 Highly Commended 2008 Highly Commended 
Certificate for the Human Rights MedalCertificate for the Human Rights MedalCertificate for the Human Rights Medal    

… cont �
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��������reasurers are going to be busy over the next couple 
of months.  By now you would have prepared and 

presented the budget for the 2009-2010 financial 
year.  You will also be thinking about making sure that 
the books are finalised no later than 31 March 
2009; ready to be given to your club's auditor.  This 
means that most of the financial decisions need to be 
made by the club by the end of February. 

At the end of February, club 
treasurers will receive an invoice 
from the District for your club 
member dues.  Zonta International 
will also be sending you something directly.  Remember 
that international dues for 2009-2010 are US$ 65.  

��
������
������
������
����� ���

District TreasurerDistrict TreasurerDistrict Treasurer    
Dorothy KoukariDorothy KoukariDorothy Koukari    

Message to club treasurersMessage to club treasurersMessage to club treasurers    

28 October 2008 

��������ustralian Sex Discrimination 
Com m iss ion e r ,  E l i zab e th 

Broderick, called today for action to 
be taken to address the decline in 
representation of women on boards 
and in executive management 
positions in ASX200 companies, 
which has left Australia lagging well 
behind other major Western 
economies. 

The 2008 EOWA Australian Census 
of Women in Leadership results, 
released today, report a decline in 
female board representation from 8.7 
per cent in 2006 to 8.3 per cent today. 

"The results of this research raise many troubling 
questions for women attempting to climb the corporate 
ladder in Australia, not least of which is why the 
representation of women that hold board directorships 
here is so far behind equivalent representation in the 
United States, United Kingdom, South Africa, Canada 
and New Zealand," Commissioner Broderick said. 

The research has found that, in Australia, only 49 per 
cent of ASX200 companies have at least one Board 
Director who is a woman, compared to 

88.2 per cent of top US companies, 76 per cent in the 
UK, 62.4 per cent in South Africa and 52.8 per cent in 
Canada. 

"It is particularly worrying when you consider that, in the 
last census, only the US was ahead of us in terms of 
companies having at least one female executive 
manager," the Commissioner said. "Now we have slipped 

backwards while other countries have 
moved ahead of us." 

Commissioner Broderick said it was 
of particular concern that the 
proportion of women in line executive 
management positions - the feeder 
position for CEOS and executive 
roles - had decreased from 7.5 per 
cent in 2006 to 5.9 per cent in 2008. 

"The question we have to ask of 
ourselves, and our business 
community, is what this means for 
women in l ine management 
positions," said the Commissioner. 
"Are we sending a message to 

women waiting in these feeder positions that their 
opportunities for advancement are drying up - and, if so, 
why?" 

The census also found that more women serve on 
multiple boards than men, which in turn indicates that the 
pool of individual executive women holding these 
positions is even smaller than the statistics imply. 

Given the implications of these findings, Commissioner 
Broderick said there was a real sense of urgency to find 
out why this decline has taken place and to devise action 
that will reverse it. 

"We need to find out if there is active discrimination taking 
place at the top of our most successful companies - are 
women choosing not to proceed in business because of 
limited choices or a perception that they are not essential 
to company success?" Commissioner Broderick said. "It 
is imperative that we investigate this situation so that 
future generations of women can approach their careers 
with the same confidence as their male counterparts." 

Sex Discrimination Commissioner Sex Discrimination Commissioner Sex Discrimination Commissioner 
Elizabeth BroderickElizabeth BroderickElizabeth Broderick    

Decline of women at the top a real concern for Aust raliaDecline of women at the top a real concern for Aust raliaDecline of women at the top a real concern for Aust ralia    

Sex Discrimination Commissioner 
Elizabeth Broderick with DG Olivia, baby 

Chloe and Kerrie Brown  
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Out and about with Chloe Out and about with Chloe Out and about with Chloe 
… our youngest Zontian!… our youngest Zontian!… our youngest Zontian!    

This is my christening - held on 30 December 2008 - 
here I am with my mum, my auntie Virginia and Nan Val - 

three generations of Sarah women - a real girl-power 
moment! 

Here I am chairing the most recent D24 
Board meeting - it takes a lot to keep these 
ladies in line - just as well I have my mum to 

help me! 

 
Now I am in Ballarat as the special guest star of my Nan Val’s Club 

helping to launch the exhibition “Walking in Their Shoes”. 

Now we are at the combined Sydney clubs Christmas 
party - I’m being held (read ‘threatened kidnapping’!) by 

Newsletter editor Wendy … I think she’s nuts! 
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The Newsletter of the Zonta International 

District 24 Board … keeping you informed. 
 

The District BoardThe District BoardThe District Board    

District Governor - Olivia Sarah-Le Lacheur 
Lieutenant Governor - Carolyn Evans CSC 
District Treasurer - Dorothy Koukari 
District Secretary - Shirley Graham 
Area 1 Director - Barbara Horsfield OAM 
Area 2 Director - Kerrie Brown 
Area 3 Director - Robyn Hardman 
ZI Foundation Ambassador  - Joanna Quinn  

 

Committee ChairmenCommittee ChairmenCommittee Chairmen  

Status of Women and Service - Menaka Cooke 
Finance - Dorothy Koukari 
OMC; IT/Web - Carolyn Evans 
Nominating - Patricia Lawson 
Bylaws & Resolutions - Christine Gailey  
District Conference - Leanne Elliott 
Archives - Margaret Bateman 
Grants Facilitation - Marie Dayton 
Newsletter - Position Vacant 

   
Comments and contributions welcome to the 

District Governor -   
osarah-lelacheur@comminsure.com.au    

 

   
“Collaborating through service and “Collaborating through service and “Collaborating through service and 
advocacy to advance the status of advocacy to advance the status of advocacy to advance the status of 

womenwomenwomen ”””    

��� �� ���ear Zontians, 

Well it might be February, but it is still the ‘new year’ as far 
as the District Voice is concerned, so a Happy New Year to all 
Zontians and friends and welcome to the first edition of the 
District Voice for 2009.  I hope it is a safe, happy and healthy 
year for everyone and a year which brings you all success in 
whatever endeavours you choose to pursue. 

Sadly (for me at least), this will be my final District Voice as your 
editor.  I now have to put up the POSITION VACANT sign and 
ask that if you know anyone who may have the desire or 
inclination to take on the role of Newsletter editor to please get 
in touch with DG Olivia asap.  I am also sorry to say that I will be 
resigning as editor of my Armidale Club Newsletter. 

The role of Newsletter editor (both at club and District level) is a 
thoroughly fulfilling and enjoyable role which I can highly 
recommend.  The dissemination of information to members and 
the public at large is an important role and one which should not 
be underestimated.  It can also be fun - as editor you are often 
among the first to hear all sorts of interesting news and gossip 
and you are privileged to share countless gorgeous photos like 
those of ‘our’ beautiful Chloe here within these pages.    

I feel quite dreadful about abandoning my position after only six 
months in the ‘job’.  However, I do it only after a great deal of 
thought and only because my health (and my doctor!) demands 
it.  Many of you already know that I have been unwell for some 
time.  More recently I have been diagnosed with Multiple 
Sclerosis and all the lovely little extras that tend to go along with 
it - the latest being Iritis.  I had hoped to soldier on through it all, 
however, December and January were very trying on me and I 
am really left with no choice.   

Olivia and all of the board have been incredibly supportive and 
generous towards me and I hope you will forgive me too!  I know 
there is someone out there who will make a brilliant editor of the 
Voice.  I was really only just a pretender anyway ... perhaps now 
someone who actually knows something about desktop 
publishing can come on board and really take control!  I’m happy 
to assist in anyway I can of course - or not if you prefer - as the 
case may be!   

Let me reiterate what an absolute pleasure it has been to have 
this opportunity to edit the District Voice and to work with such 
an inspirational and dedicated team as the D24 Board and 
indeed all Zonta women.  I have learned so much from you all.  
However, I am not disappearing ... I will pop up from time to time 
at conferences, workshops etc when I feel up to it, so please 
don’t be shy about saying hello.  I stand out a mile with my 
colourful walking-sticks - you can’t miss me! 

Yours with warmest Zonta friendship, 

  "��#�"��#�"��#�"��#�  

District Newsletter Committee District Newsletter Committee District Newsletter Committee    
Chair Wendy BerkleyChair Wendy BerkleyChair Wendy Berkley    

Farewell … position vacant!Farewell … position vacant!Farewell … position vacant!    


